
Junior Military Band Celebrates
= 65 Years Under Same Leadership
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When the Junior Military Band this  organization  which,  under  the
(Youngstown/Wanen,Ohio)playsits
65th  anniversary  apring  concert  in
April,twowilmingtonAreaboyswill
be among its members. Jeff Alrman,
tombone.andshawnReynolds,saxo-
phone, both joined the band last fall
andareeighthgradewilmingtonArea

direction   of   Donald   "Squire"
Hurrelbrink, not only attracts mem-
bers from all the sum>unding areas
but is

recognized and acclaimed around
the world.

Since  1927, the Junior Military
students as well as members of the Bandhasbeenentertainingaudiences
junior high band.      __ _____ _F¥?±¥i':i:`ii..___ beth at hque and aprg_ap. Composed
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including20nationalchampionships,\t
11  Canadian  championships,  and ;;
scores  of  Mid-American  regional  I
championships. In competition with
more  than  a  hundred  bands  from
around  the  world,  the  band  was
awardedtwogoldandonesilvermedal
at the 1985 World Music Competi-
tions in Kerkgrade,  Netherlands:  it
was also honored with the Most En-
tertaining Marching Band award at
Zurich,  Switzerland's Youth Music
Festival.

The Junior rmtary Band has a
vast music library ranging from the
classics through recent musicals. For
exanple, music for the spring anni-
versary  concert  will  include  Les
Miserables,  Sound  of  Music,  and
Dvorak'sNewworldsymphony.The

i Squires also performs at numerous
1patrioticandcivicfunctionsthrough-
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but tie year. In fact, local residents
will have the opportunity to see and
hear  this  world-renown  group  per-
form   on   July   loth   at  one  of
Westminster's concerts by the lake.

Majorhighlights,1iketheupcom-
ing spring concert, include a Christ-
masconcertatYoungstown'sPowers
Auditorium and the annual convoca-
tion of high school bands at YSU's
Stambaugh Stadium, which the Jun-
ion rmitary Band hosts.

The band rehearses twice weekly
on Wednesday and Sunday. Accord-
ing to Joan Altman, Jeff and Shawn
eagerly  welcome  these    rehearsals
whichtheyneverwanttomiss.When
youconsiderthattheboysareputting
in roughly four hours of practice a
week plus their travel time,  this is
high praise for Hunelbrink's direc-
tion and the wonderful experience it
affords.

Thereisnocompetitionwithinthe
bandwherechairsaredeteminedpri-
marily on seniority. Older members
guide and look out for the younger
newer ones.

Prospective members are invited
tobringtheirinstrumentsan.dsitinon
arehearsal.Thebandcanevensupply
most instruments for those who own
none.  Cunently there is a need for

BillshiptonofwestMiddlesex,Irouie
Eckert   and   Jim   Redmond   of
Sharpsville.  and  Jack  Anderson,
Jonathan  Dressel,  Jack  Devaney,
Danny  Fisher.  and  Robert  "Chip"
Williams, all of Sharon.

Thisyear'sbandalsoincludesthree
studentsvisitingherefromJapanwho
will retun home in July.

In addition to `concerts, parades,
andotherperfomances,bandactivites
include  a  10-day  band  camp  each
sunmerpriortotheannualtour,other
day-1ongbandcampsduringtheyear,
and a military ball held in January.

Donald Hunelbrink has directed
the Junior Military Band since 1930,
assistedbyJeffreyLewissince1988.
Roundingouttheconcertmusicstaff
isBillAlbright,percussion.Theband
alsosuportsanimpressivefieldmusic
staff including instructors for brass,
woodwinds,andpercussion.achore-
ographer, and a variety of drill and
color guard designers and ccordina-
tors.
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will be held at 7 p.in. on Saturday,
April  4th,  at  Packard  Music  Hall,
Warren, Ohio. Free tickets are avail-
able for Senior Citizen groups who
wish to attend .,-.- `JE=ESRERE7_+¥'SR`t J  -_i
-_-=J,I--    -_ _

fi
trombone, French horn, and clarinet  :-1-~pmayers=-TheAltmaasJwckomotbeig

aomriitment.  Chad Ireland  of New :'`T-

areastudentswhomightbeinterested
inthebandtoaccompanythemtoany
oftherehearsals,particularlyiftrans-
portation is a problem.

WhneJuniorMilitaryBandmem-
bers are primarily drawn from Ohio
middleschcols.highschools,andcol-
leges,JeffandShawnarenotthefirst
young Pennsylvanians to make this

Wilmington  as  well  as  Stacy  and
Veronica Eppinger of New Bedford
were members roughly 15 years ago. fa,I
OtherwesternpennsylvaniansamRE
presentandformermembers

JdfAltnen

andperformanceswereaffectedbrfe
World War 11 homefront conditions :;
and morale.                                              ` ,
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ranks. The oldest members were 17.  '
however,remembering thatolderboys  :I were  already  serving  in  the  amed

forces.
Rchearsalsandconcertswerealso

)affectedbytransportationandgasra-
i tioning restrictions. Rehearsals wereI held once a week on Stmday afar-
( noon and encompassed roughly the
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( gether. It was always at least a four-
hour rehearsal from 1-5 p.in. or later.I Tim` w`ell  remembers  receiving  the

b'fie4WS'OftheI)ecember7.1941attack

ohpearlHarborovertheradioduring
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Lwhor to and after the war, this pro-
idominantly marching band also at-
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#orpscompetitions.Theconventions
eiesuspendedduringthewaryears.

I.ooking through Jim's memora-
ilia of programs and old newspaper
lippings gives one the flavor of the
ira dinrig this era. There is a very

pressive10-page,3-colorprogram
inal942PresentationoftheAmy-"E" Production Award to The

orimercial Shearing and Stamping \,
ompanyof Youngstown, Ohio.        I
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~   "E -Awards," standing for excel-
lenceandhighachievement,Jinsays,

._wereall`parto£.thefactryprnduetion
of war equipment efforts and a very
bigdeal.Inconferringthisaward,the
plant also received a flag to fly. and
every employee received a lapel pin
symbolizing  leadership  on  the pro-
ductionfronl.Theeventwasattended
by an  impressive list of dignitaries
and inintary  officials. And the VFW
Boys Band played for any lcoal com-
pany award ceremonies.
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Jim also has copies of program
from a 1944 July Fourth celebrafro
and other concerts of that era as
as a 1943 Military Ball program.
1942 clipping  from  the Vlndieato
announced  a portion  of a coast-to
coast radio hcokup originating fro
lceal  station  WFMJ.  The  occa5io
was  the  llth  Annual  VFW  "Ike
America"  hour-long. prpgrap t_ _fyp

New  York,  Youngstown,  Washin
ton, and Hollywood. Among
tettainerg-+"d. dignitaries  fe
were actors James Cagney and De'
nis  Morgan,  undersecretary  of W
Robert  P.  Patterson,  and'  Donal
Hunlbrink's band.

Themusicperformed,liketoday.'
mingledtheclassicsandpopularm
sicoftheday,withparticularemph
sis then on pariotic selections. It-w
not unusual to see works of Strau§
Friml,Sousa,Verdi,andRavelon
sameprogranwithsuchpopularsong
as `Remember Pearl Hal.bor," `"Th
White  Cliffs  of Dover,"  and  "
BlessAmerica"aswellas"AmerieaS
"Anchors  Avieigh,"  and  "The  S

Spangled Banner." To this day
latter is played at the conclusion o
every rehearsal and, I suspect, con
Cert.

scholarshiphereceivedtofinishI
school at the Valley Forg.e Mili
Academy.

"Thedisciplinereceivedfromthi

band and  its  music  carries  tli
life,'',Jinconclthdifu"rtwa§an


